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 The Regional Conference began on Thursday, April 29, 2021. I attended the 

Graduate Advisors’ Exchange and several former Regional Directors shared advice 

including Soror Katina Semien, Soror Gwen Brinkley, and Soror Carmelita Smith. I also 

attended the Thursday Night Welcome and enjoyed the music that the DJ played for the 

evening.  

 On Friday, April 30, 2021, I attended the Legacy Parade and saw some familiar 

faces. I attended the Opening Plenary Session and Second Plenary Session. Soror Joya 

Hayes gave Soror Katina Semien the opportunity to give her final speech since she was 

unable to do so due to the pandemic. The choir provided a beautiful song, “I Made It Out.” 

Soror Joya Hayes shared that she has met with 120 chapters in the region. There were 45 

undergraduate chapters and 18 graduate chapters that have welcomed 553 new members. 

The State of the Region was provided and the Finance report shared that the sorority has 

no outstanding liabilities and has an excess of $45 million dollars. Soror Myra McKenzie 

provided the Connection report and during the EAF report, Beta Pi Omega remains at 

Platinum status. Membership report encourage everyone to continue mentoring activities 

and Beta Pi Omega was recognized as Best of the Best. Membership Intake Process 

continues to focus on health and safety of all involved in the revised process. I also 

attended the Diamond, Pearl, Golden, and Silver Celebration and saw several Beta Pi 

Omega members throughout the program.  
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On Saturday, May 1, 2021, I attended the Standards workshop with Soror Cynthia 

Nance. A lot of valuable information was shared. Electronic signatures are acceptable on 

the minutes by the Basileus and Grammateus. The same are acceptable for financial 

records. Refer to the Standards template in the Standards manual. Bylaws should not be 

amended every year. Zelle and PayPal are acceptable forms of electronic payments. Cash 

App is not recommended so be cautious if using it. 

 I also attended the Constitution Workshop with Soror Dorothy Smith. A variety of 

helpful information was presented during the session. It was very interactive as it was 

designed like a game as it covered several Parliamentary procedures.  

I attended the Undergraduate Celebration. Gamma Alpha Chapter was highlighted 

during the program for maintaining high scholastic achievements with one of the highest 

grade point averages in South Central Region. Soror Ramona Smoot was recognized for 

maintaining a 4.0 grade point average both cumulative and semester. Gamma Alpha 

Chapter was also highlighted on their video showing their campus. They were also 

recognized for contributing $50 towards the community service project for the conference. 

I attended the Closing Plenary session and learned that there were a total of 7, 329 

members at the conference which including the following: 5,233 graduate members, 1,169 

undergraduate members, 490 general members, 11 former Regional Directors, and 26 

Directorate members. 763 members were delegates and 705 of them certified including 

580 graduate members, 113 undergraduate members, and 12 general members. On 

Amendment 1, 228 Sorors voted yes, 408 voted no, and 4 abstained. On  Amendment 2, 

522 Sorors voted yes, 75 voted no, and 2 abstained. 
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Soror Wellozette Duffin provided the financial report and Soror Terri Todd of 

Arkansas served as the Pecunious Grammateus. The beginning balance was $444, 

058.33. The adjusted balance was $203, 957.71. All payments should be made to Alpha 

Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated and sent to Soror Cathy Beans, Regional Pecunious 

Grammateus. The Diamond, Pearl, and Golden Advisory Committee provided a report and 

appreciated the patience as they switched to a virtual setting. The Undergraduate Activities 

Committee report was provided and they discussed the conflict with Undergraduate Round 

Up at the beginning of the school year. The next conference will take place in Houston, 

Texas March 16-20, 2022.  

I also attended the Saturday Night Live EAF event, which was a lot of fun as we 

continued to donate funds to EAF. On Sunday, May 2, 2021, I attended the Ivy Beyond the 

Wall and our own, Soror Angela Sanders was recognized during the service. I then 

attended the Ecumenical Service which was absolutely awesome. I enjoyed the workshop 

service filled with songs and the Word of God.  

On Saturday, May 22, 2021, I attended the Graduate Advisors’ Certification Level II 

for the majority of the day along with several Beta Pi Omega members. The topics covered 

included the following: Risk Management, Standards, Financial Sanctions, Program, 

Membership/Mentoring, and Membership Intake Process/Technology. I learned a lot of 

helpful information as things are constantly changing.  

 I am thankful for the opportunity to have been able to serve as a chapter delegate 

on behalf of Beta Pi Omega Chapter.  

 

Sisterly, 

 

Soror Natalie L. Rhodes-Warren 


