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It was my pleasure to serve as a delegate for the 89th South Central Regional Conference April 

29 – May 2, 2021 from the comfort of my own home.  Although it was virtual, it was nicely 

planned and executed.  

Prior to the conference, I attended the South Central delegate informational meeting so I would 

be prepared to vote electronically. Thankfully it was the same system as Beta Pi Omega (or very 

similar) so I felt very comfortable with the process.  

Thursday, April 29 

The first conference event I attended was the Thursday Night Welcome. It was a great event 

and it was wonderful to see sorors even virtually. 

Friday, April 30 

I enjoyed the legacy parade and spotted a few BPO sorors, Sherrye Keaton and her daughter, 

Sherree Bynum.  I wished that I had taken part in the South Central Regional Choir. Their 

performances throughout the weekend were outstanding.   

First Plenary: Since Soror Katina Semien was unable to officially end her administration in 2020, 

she was given the floor for her parting message.  She then led the passing of the gavel 

ceremony to commemorate the beginning of Soror Joya’s administration. The delegates were 

seated (we were placed in a Zoom room and were apparently seen by all sorors), the regional 

conference minutes were adopted and the conference officers were ratified. After the 

introduction of the South Central Regional Director, Soror Joya T. Hayes delivered a rousing 

State of the South Central Region done via video. I was left feeling that the state of the region 

was indeed strong. After reports from a few committees, the first batch of regional awards 

were presented.  

The Diamond, Pearl, Golden and Silver Celebration was a great event, and the speaker delivered 

a message that was relevant to today’s events.  

Second Plenary 

After a moving meditation and a beautiful musical selection by Soror Danita Waller Paige, Soror 

Yolanda Murdock introduced Supreme Basileus Soror Glenda Glover for the State of the 

Sorority. Even in the midst of the pandemic, Soror Glover said, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 

Incorporated persisted. We raised another $1M for HBCUs and continued to support her other 

program initiatives. She also mentioned having an Alpha Kappa Alpha woman as Vice President 

of the United States.  Soror Gayle Miles Scott, Supreme Tamiouchos shared that the financial 



state of the sorority was strong as well. Soror Jasmyne McCoy showed an outstanding video 

demonstrating the State of the Undergraduates.  

Several International Committee reports followed Soror Jasmyne’s presentation, which was 

then followed by more regional awards.  

 

Saturday, May 1 

I signed up for the following workshops: 311 State of Emergency: You are Always Wearing Your 

Pearls and Strengthening our Pearls. The first workshop included ways to identify, assess and 

mitigate and eliminate risk to the sorority. It is essential for BPO to development risk 

management plans and for us all to be aware of any potential situations that may arise. The 

second workshop discussed ways for each soror to be socially and emotionally intelligent in 

order for us to avoid conflict or to successfully resolve conflicts should they arise.  

I viewed the undergraduate celebration. I was inspired by the speaker who encouraged the 

undergraduates to be at their best at all times. I think it’s a message that should resonate with 

all of us, especially since we are all members of Alpha Kappa Alpha.  

In the second plenary, we heard about the two amendments that the delegates were to vote on 

Saturday before the noon hour.  I voted yes to both amendments. 

Closing Plenary 

The Regional Conference Co-Chairman delivered the final registration report which showed that 

this was the largest conference attendance ever. During this session, we learned that the first 

amendment, sponsored by our chapter, did not pass. The second amendment passed.  

We also heard from the regional tamiouchos, cluster coordinators, and a number of other 

regional committees. The Southeast Texas Cluster invited us to Houston for the 90th South 

Central Regional Conference via video. I think we are all looking forward to getting together 

next year in person.  After the last batch of regional awards, the conference was in recess.  

I attended the public policy forum with Michael Eric Dyson. He encouraged us all to be aware of 

the social issues happening in Black America today and the need to continue to press for social 

justice.  

I am disappointed that I didn’t attend the EAF event as I heard that I missed DJ Kut Kreator, who 

toured with LL Cool J.  

  



Sunday, May 2 

I viewed the Ivy Beyond the Wall Memorial Service and was thankful that there was only 

deceased soror from our chapter. The ecumenical service was beautiful. I feel like the soror 

who delivered the message was speaking directly to me. I still have her points written on a note 

that I see whenever I am in my kitchen, a reminder to turn things over to Jesus immediately. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve. I hope that this message is received in the positive spirit 

in which it was intended.  


